Thank you for registering your interest to join INTEROPen following our ‘Call for Action’.
INTEROPen is now OPEN to all (organisations or individuals) with an interest in contributing
to the implementation of INTEROPERABILITY open standards in the UK health and social care
ecosystem.
Background reading:
http://www.techuk.org/insights/news/item/8393-call-for-action-interoperabilityimplementation-at-scale-interopen
http://www.digitalhealth.net/integration/47724/interopen-supplier-group-launched-topromote-open-standards
http://www.buildingbetterhealthcare.co.uk/news/article_page/INTEROPEN_accelerates_devel
opment_of_NHS_interoperability_standards/118951
In registering to be part of INTEROPen, you declare that you/your company/organisation
believes in openness, transparency, and in the context of INTEROPen’s activities, putting
commercial interests aside to design open interoperability standards to deliver the new
models of care that our health and social care ecosystem needs.
In declaring this, and in the spirit of INTEROPen, you support INTEROPen in naming your
company’s/organisation’s name in our shared vision through tweets or interviews by the
collective membership.
*Application for membership as an “individual” - as opposed to an application on behalf of an
organisation - must be accompanied by disclosure of any affiliation with any care provider/IT
organisation/commercial entity. We operate a transparent culture regarding who our
members are.*
A reminder of the group’s primary focus:
1. Data exchanges between the different care domain systems e.g. GP, acute, community,
mental health, child heath, maternity, social care. This data exchange will favour structured
data whenever possible, with development proposals where it is lacking.
2. The establishment and validation, both clinical and technical, of FHIR based profiles for the
exchange of granular transactional data between systems. These standards will operate
alongside other standards such as CDA, which is targeted at document exchange. We will work
in partnership with the Professional Records Standards Body (PRSB) to establish FHIR profiles
and CDA standards that are ‘clinically’ fit for purpose.
3. The definition of APIs with associated trigger events to carry the data, particularly real time
requests and posts.
4. Informing the requirements for the technical governance rules, security mechanisms, and
regional architectures that will be necessary to safely exchange data in an acceptable manner.

Membership
If you agree with the above, please share with me the names and emails of individuals to
invite to our discussion forum who have either technical and/or clinical informatician
expertise to actively engage in INTEROPen’s activities.
As the techUK article states: “Members [of the supplier group are self-selected but] must be
willing to dedicate their own time and intellectual energy to the work….There is no direct
funding [for suppliers’ time] and facilitating meeting spaces may be required”
Website
More information, including content from previous meetings, is available on our
website, www.interopen.org
Social Media
Our social media handle is @INTEROPenAPI, www.twitter.com/interopenapi. We would
welcome follows and retweets.
We periodically update our pinned members picture and would incorporate your company’s
name there too.
Comms
We will invite members to our RYVER communications group in due course.
Current Key Interoperability Focus
Members have agreed to start work on curating generic cross care domain UK FHIR profiles
(called CareConnect) for the following clinical data elements:
Problems/Conditions, Medications, Allergy, Observations/Vital signs, Procedures,
Immunisations, Encounters, Tasks+Notes, Appointments, Referrals.
The current version of CareConnect profiles are here:
http://www.interopen.org/resource-profiles
Any member can contribute to any profile curation.
Information on the curation methodology is here:
https://github.com/HL7-UK/CareConnect-methodology

